Bluefish Get Decisive Action vs Striped Bass, Dumster Fire
Expect sure, swift rebuilding of bluefish, but it won’t happen with striped bass
Report compiled from American Saltwater Guides Association and other sources
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC)
moved swiftly to address the overfished status of bluefish. At
its October meeting, the MAFMC set the recreational harvest
limit for 2020 at 9.48 million pounds, a 28.78% reduction from
the 13.27 million pound harvest in 2018. At that time we
expected new regs for the 2020 season that most likely moved
from a 15-fish limit to a 3-fish limit.
No one really keeps 15 bluefish, the current bag limit. To
achieve an almost 30% reduction, the daily bag limit must be
dramatically reduced.
The Council had approved expected recreational landings
of 13,270,862 pounds is 28.56% higher than the 2020
recreational harvest limit (RHL) of 9,480,162 pounds. Thus,
MAFMC staff recommended a coastwide 3-fish bag limit to
constrain harvest by 28.78% (no discards) so that the 2020
recreational harvest does not exceed the RHL.
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Why such swift action?

Well, because bluefish are managed under the MagnusonStevens Act (MSA) which has requirements for rebuilding
overfished stocks and accountability measures when a sector
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doesn’t meet those requirements.
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Table above shows associated reduction in harvest if the bag limit was reduced to 1-10 w o r k s h o p s .
Under MSA, fish for 2016-2018 based on revised MRIP estimates using group catch data. This analysis People want
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Since no one keeps 15 bluefish anymore, a 28.56%
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